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in women, a traffic that is rife in Northern India.1
This business thrives or declines very much in pro-
portion to the supply of women who are accessible
to easy abduction. The Bill will create a large class
of concubines whom any man will be permitted to
abduct with impunity as soon as they reach the age
of 16 years. The husband being no husband at all
will have no redress at law. A more direct stimula-
tion to the traffic in women it would be difficult to
devise. No doubt in the long run, bitter experience
of such cases should teach the community to es-
chew child marriages and would thus further the
purpose of the Bill, but the more immediate evil
of the nearer future is too high a price to pay for
the ultimate result.2

Again, in the Rawalpindi Division of the Punjab,
the Gurukal section of the Arya Samaj3 registered
discontent with the ages of twelve and fourteen pro-
vided in the Bill, proposing sixteen for girls and
twenty-five for men, as the proper ages at which mar-
riage should be permitted.4 Four other organisations

1 The Times of India in an editorial on August 8th, 1928, said:
'Reports of the kidnapping of minor girls are numerous. 'No one
knows the fullest extent of this fearful trade ; but the Sind police,
according to a report which appeared in our columns yesterday,
have obtained unmistakable evidence of nefarious organisations in
Sind, Marway, Gujerat and the Punjab, The public are fully
aware of the evil, and the Maha Sabha authorities in Delhi and
elsewhere are doing their best to expose the traffic. , . . Publicity
will reveal something of the magnitude of the trade ; and to be
forewarned is to be forearmed. Publicity will also discourage many
from committing an unpardonable crime."

* Opinions on Hindu Child Marriage Bill, p. 32.
a See post, pp. 176-77.

* Opinions on Hindu Child Marriage Bill, p. 37.
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